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www.elsevier.com/locate/cej or the ‘‘Author Gateway’’ page of this journal (http://
authors.elsevier.com). You will be guided stepwise through the creation and
uploading of the various files. Once the uploading is done, our system automati-
cally generates an electronic (PDF) proof, which is then used for reviewing. It is
crucial that all graphical and tabular elements be placed within the text, so that
the PDF is suitable for reviewing. All correspondence, including notification of the
Editor’s decision and requests for revisions, will be by e-mail. If you experience
problems with the online submission system you can contact the publisher at
authorsupport@elsevier.com for further assistance.
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Types of contributions
Original papers ^ these should be complete & authoritative accounts of work,
which has a special significance and must be presented clearly and concisely.
Review articles ^ these will normally be commissioned by one of the Co-Editors.
Prospective authors of a review article should consult with either Editor to check
the suitability of their topic & material before submitting their review.
Short communications ^ will be accepted for the early communication of impor-
tant and original advances. Such accounts may be of a preliminary nature but
should always be complete and should not exceed the equivalent of 3000 words,
including figures and tables.
Letters to the Editor ^ Letters commenting on work published in the journal should
be sent to the Editor.

Language
All papers submitted to the journal should be written in good English. Authors
for whom English is not their native language are encouraged to have their paper
checked before submission for grammar and clarity. English language help
service: Upon request, Elsevier will direct authors to an agent who can check
and improve the English of their paper (before submission). Please contact
authorsupport@elsevier.com for further information.

Manuscript preparation
All contributions should be provided in double-space typing on numbered pages
of uniform size with a wide margin to the left.

Correspondence address
The name, complete postal address, telephone number, fax number and e-mail ad-
dress of the corresponding author should be given on the first page of themanuscript.

Abstract
A brief summary (50^200 words) of the contents and conclusions of the paper
and an indication of the relevance of new material should be included at the
beginning of the paper.

References
These should be indicated by numerals in square brackets, introduced consecu-
tively in the text and must be listed at the end of the paper in numerical order.
Journal titles should be abbreviated according to the chemical Abstracts Service
Source Index,1970 edition, and supplements. The abbreviated titles should be fol-
lowed by the volume number, year (in parentheses) and page numbers.

Equations
These should be numbered (1), (2) etc.

Units
The use of SI units is preferred.

Illustrations
Submitting your artwork in an electronic format helps us to produce your work to
the best possible standards, ensuring accuracy, clarity and a high level of detail.
Graphic files can be uploaded via the electronic submission service.

Regardless of the application used, when your electronic artwork is finalised,
please ‘‘save as’’or convert the images to one of the following formats (Note the
resolution requirements for line drawings, halftones, and line/halftone combina-
tions given below.):

EPS: Vector drawings. Embed the font or save the text as ‘‘graphics’’.
TIFF: Colour or greyscale photographs (halftones): always use a

minimum of 300 dpi.
TIFF: Bitmapped line drawings: use a minimum of 1000 dpi.

TIFF: Combinations bitmapped line/half-tone (colour or greyscale): a
minimum of 500 dpi is required.

DOC, XLS or PPT: If your electronic artwork is created in any of these Microsoft
Office applications please supply ‘‘as is’’.

Please do not:
1. Supply embedded graphics in your word processor (spreadsheet, presenta-
tion) document;

2. Supply files that are optimised for screen use (like GIF, BMP, PICT, WPG); the
resolution is too low;

3. Supply files that are too low in resolution;
4. Submit graphics that are disproportionately large for the content.

Colour illustrations
If, together with your accepted article, you submit usable colour figures then Else-
vier will ensure, at no additional charge, that these figures will appear in colour
on the web (e.g., ScienceDirect and other sites) regardless of whether or not
these illustrations are reproduced in colour in the printed version.
Colour Illustrations can be printed in colour when they are judged by the Editor to
be essential to the presentation. The publisher and the author will each bear part
of the extra costs involved.
For colour reproduction in print, you will receive information regarding the costs
from Elsevier after receipt of your accepted article. For further information on the
preparation of electronic artwork, please see http://authors.elsevier.com/artwork.

Please note: Because of technical complications which can arise by converting
colour figures to ‘grey scale’ (for the printed version should you not opt for colour
in print) please submit in addition usable black and white prints corresponding to
all the colour illustrations.

Supplementary data
Elsevier now accepts electronic supplementary material to support and enhance
your scientific research. Supplementary files offer the author additional possibili-
ties to publish supporting applications, movies, animation sequences, high-reso-
lution images, background datasets, sound clips and more. Supplementary files
supplied will be published online alongside the electronic version of your article
in Elsevier web products, including ScienceDirect: http://www.sciencedirect.com.
In order to ensure that your submitted material is directly usable, please ensure
that data is provided in one of our recommended file formats. For more detailed
instructions please visit our Author Gateway at http://authors.elsevier.com.
Supplementary data files can be uploaded via the electronic submission
services.

Referees
When submitting a paper authors may suggest up to 3 referees, supplying the full
name and address in each case. However, the final choice of referees will remain
entirely with the Editor.

Copyright transfer
All authors must sign the ‘Transfer of Copyright’ agreement before the article can
be published. This transfer agreement enables Elsevier to protect the copyrighted
material for the authors, but does not relinquish the author’s proprietary rights.
The copyright transfer covers the exclusive rights to reproduce and distribute the
article, including reprints, photographic reproductions, microform or any other
reproductions of similar nature and translations, and includes the right to adapt
the article for use in conjunction with computer systems and programs, including
reproduction or publication in machine-readable form and incorporation in retrie-
val systems. Authors are responsible for obtaining from the copyright holder per-
mission to reproduce any figures for which copyright exists.

Proofs
Corresponding authors will receive proofs of their paper. (Authors will not receive
proofs of Letters, in order to achieve rapid publication.) They are requested to
return corrected proofs as soon as possible. No new material may be inserted in
the text at the time of proof reading. A ‘‘note added in proof ’’will be accepted only
if permission has been obtained from the Editor.

Offprints
Twenty-five offprints are provided free of charge. Further copies can be ordered at
prices shown on the offprint order form, which will accompany the proofs.

Page charges
There are no page charges.

Further information
All questions arising after the acceptance of manuscripts, especially those
relating the proofs, should be directed to: Elsevier Ireland Ltd, Elsevier House,
Brookvale Plaza, East Park, Shannon, Co. Clare, Ireland. Tel.: þ353 (61) 709600,
Fax: þ353 (61) 709100. The full and complete Instructions to Authors can be found
on the World Wide Web: access under http://www.elsevier.com.
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